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The report we are launching today is called Out of sight out of mind. When it comes to the consumption of Australian coal in Japan, we are dealing with an often-invisible challenge. So our task today is to spotlight the harm that our coal trades is causing. And then to talk about how to accelerate Japan’s coal phase out. 
Thank you to those listening in from across Australia, 日本から見てくださっている皆様、ありがとうございます

I’m an Australian who was raised in Japan. Growing up, I knew where my rubbish was recycled, I knew the local species of fireflies and when the Fukushima disaster took place, I knew that we were replacing our nuclear energy with imported fossil fuels. But even then – even as an environmentally aware Australian living in Japan -- I didn’t know that my lights, my heating, my electric bicycle, were fuelled by Australian coal. I didn’t know that my electricity use was putting Australian ecosystems at risk. 
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This report shows that Australia’s coal exports to Japan are massive. 
Last year, Japan burned 170 million tonnes of coal. If you were to pack Tokyo Dome full of coal, that would fill 102 Tokyo Domes. For Australians, that’s about 80 MCGs packed to the brim. 
Of that, Japan imports almost all its coal. And the vast majority (60%) comes from Australia. 
Let’s translate that to emissions. The Australian coal that Japan burned last year alone, emitted 490 million tonnes of greenhouse gasses. That’s about the size of Australia’s annual emissions. In other words, Australia is sending its annual domestic emissions worth of coal to Japan every year. 
So while Japanese know Australia for its amazing ecosystems and wildlife, our stronger link is actually our coal trade. Of course, pictures of our open-cut coal mines don’t make it into the tourism brochures. we need to talk about it. Especially because it’s driving climate change. 
And when Australia sets any climate targets for reducing its emissions, it doesn’t count any emissions from its exports. So, climate solutions need to go beyond borders.  
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Beyond the statistics, I’m sure that all of you on this webinar have a particular reason for being concerned about coal use. Maybe you’re here today because you’re worried about the 60,000 premature deaths in Japan from air pollution, or because coal mines are destroying forests and koala habitats in Australia. 
For me, phasing out coal is important because climate change is the biggest threat to the great barrier reef. 

My family lives in Cairns and I try to spend as much time as I can out on the reef. I’m not alone in my love for the great barrier reef. It’s iconic across the world, including in Japan. Even my diving instructor in Cairns was Japanese. She had migrated from Kobe because she fell in love with the reef.


When I’m out there, I see thriving parts of the reef and coral that is dying. Now the great barrier reef is the size of Japan, it’s huge, so it naturally has parts that are healthier than others. But the science is clear. 
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With 1.5 degrees of warming, coral reefs will decline by 70-90 percent.
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At 2 degrees, virtually all (> 99 percent) will be lost.  Australia has already warmed 0.9 degrees since 1910. We don’t have far to go, and every fraction of a degree counts. 
Every tonne of coal counts.
So what’s crazy is that you can be out there snorkelling and see a coal tanker go by in the distance. The route from Australian mines to Japan takes coal transporting ships straight through the great barrier reef. It’s heartbreaking. 
Meanwhile, on land, we’re still building and planning for new coal mines. One of the latest proposals, is to dig an open-cut coal mine only 10km from the great barrier reef. 
Contrary to what the mining companies will tell you, there really isn’t much of an upside to the industry. The mining industry is so ever-present in Australia that we tend to overestimate its contribution to society.  
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>>Only 0.3% of Australian jobs are in coal mining;
Coal is a large part of our exports (about 14%) but 
>>at least 80% of the ‘Australian’ coal industry is foreign owned. So the profits from the industry are being exported with the coal. 
And all these means that the coal industry 
>>contributes less than 2% of total government revenue. The taxes and royalties don’t add up to much at all. 
To recap, coal doesn’t create many jobs and it doesn’t generate much revenue for Australia. Instead, Japan gets the coal, tax havens take the profits, Australia is left with the mess. 
So the big question is, why haven’t we moved away from coal yet? 
It comes down to the mining industry’s influence, and especially its hold over Australian politics.  
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This familiar face is Australia’s Prime Minister is when he famously brought a lump of coal to parliament. 
There are a few reasons why the coal industry dominates. First, it makes large donations to political parties. 
Second, it has strong lobby groups, like the Minerals Council of Australia. Staff exchanges between mining lobby groups and political offices is constant. It happens so often referred to as ‘the revolving door’. 
And to see its impact, you can follow the cash. The money speaks for itself. Last year, the government spent $10.3 billion on subsidies for fossil fuels. That’s about 20,000 AUD every minute. That’s what we found by look at the government’s budget statements. The fact that we’re subsidising new coal mines and gas infrastructure is clear evidence of our elected representatives’ priorities. 
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But even on the other side of Australian politics, the opposition leader says ‘we will use coal as long as there is demand’. And recently, when there was an election in a coal mining region, the opposition party put forward a strong coal supporter as their candidate. 
So this is scary. 
But its also illuminating. 
Because Australia’s leaders are acknowledging that the fate of mining will be decided abroad - in Tokyo and the rest of the world. And thankfully, the world is losing its appetite for coal.
That’s a powerful shift, because you can’t sell coal in a world that’s committed to decarbonising.
It’s like trying to sell beef to a vegan. They’ve moved on to a cleaner, greener diet. They’re not going to buy your beef, no matter how much you subsidise it or how cheap you make it. They don’t want it. If you want to be a part of the market, you better get into the plant-based products.  



Reports Japan will pledge a 46% cut by 2030, relative to 2013,
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This is the good news! While the Australian government continues to ignore climate science and focus on coal, it’s amazing how much the world has changed in the past few months. 
In April, Japan increased its climate target. It announced it would cut emissions by 46% compared to 2013 by 2030. To try to meet this target, Japan reconfirmed that it would close 100 of Japan’s 144 coal plants. A clear sign that it is moving beyond coal. 
>>Then, the IEA generated new momentum when it launched its report on a net-zero pathway. It projected that coal would more than half every DECADE, and would need to do so, to reach net-zero by mid century. The IEA is a known as a fairly conservative agency, so this was a significant shift.  Also, this Tuesday, the IEA launched its World Energy Investment Report which tracks energy investments. While they noted that we have a long way to go, new investments for coal-fired power plants are down 80% from 2015. 
>>And the G7 seems to be listening to the IEA. Already in the lead up to the summit, the G7 Environment Ministers agreed to stop funding new coal projects by the end of 2021 (in line with the IEA’s report). We can also expect the EU’s proposal for carbon tariffs to loom large in G7 deliberations and build momentum for coordinated carbon pricing. (Plug) The Australia Institute will launch another report on this topic next week. 
But the point is, we shouldn’t underestimate international influence, and can find hope within it. 
Next week is the G7 summit. Australia has been invited as an observer this year. When the Australian Prime Minister travels to the UK, he will no doubt face mounding pressure regarding climate action. And the G7 is made up of Australia’s closest allies. You tend to pay more attention when it’s your friends who are telling you to change. 
>>The international pressure on Australia to raise its climate ambition continues to build. Like a drum beat, we’ll be hearing about it again at the G20, and at COP26 when all governments will be figuring out how to implement the Paris Agreement. If the G7 moves towards coordinate climate pricing, Australian will be left behind and dirty exports will be slapped with taxes. 
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To sum up, while Australia’s coal industry is having huge impacts on communities, ecosystems and doing little for the economy, it relies on an international market. While it may sound counter intuitive, if we want to save the great barrier reef, it makes sense to focus our energy on fast-tracking Japan’s coal phase out. If we work together, like we’re teaming up today, we can avoid economic and environmental catastrophe. 
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