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Justice in the US is charging ahead! Challenges from 16 Montana youth
—Montana Climate Litigation: A Report from the Plaintiff lawyers—
Speaker Biography

David Schwartz - Staff Attorney

David Schwartz is a native of sunny Southern California, but has lived across the United States. He
earned his B.A. in History from the University of Michigan in 2012 and his J.D. from Duke University
School of Law in 2015. David has worked exclusively in the non-profit environmental and public
interest law sphere since graduating law school, with stints at Duke Law's Environmental Law and
Policy Clinic, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, and Georgetown Institute for Public
Representation (Environmental Law and Justice Clinic). During these positions, he worked on a wide
array of environmental, administrative, and freedom of information law matters - most notably working
on amicus curiae briefs on behalf of coalitions of public health organizations in two D.C. Circuit Court
of Appeals cases challenging Trump Administration Clean Air Act rollbacks. Now as a Staff Attorney at
Our Children's Trust, David works on a range of matters for OCT's litigation in state and federal cases.
In his free time, David enjoys playing guitar and harmonica, walking and training his rescued pit-mix,
Cooper, hiking, and going on long bike rides.

Phil Gregory - Co-lead Counsel

Since 2010, Phil Gregory has served as Of Counsel with OCT on a pro bono basis, all while
maintaining his litigation practice with the Gregory Law Group. Phil’s representative cases litigated
issues like title to real property on the California coast and decades-long groundwater contamination,
while his pro bono trial work has addressed flooding during Hurricane Katrina, preserving old growth
redwoods in Richardson Grove, and saving Coho salmon in the Smith River. In 1976, Phil obtained his
B.A. from Bowdoin College, graduating magna cum laude in two majors. In 1980, Phil obtained his
J.D. and M.B.A. from Santa Clara University. He is a Master of the Bench and former past President
with the Hon. William Ingram American Inn of Court. He is also a Fellow with the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers and a member with the American Board of Trial Advocates. For 16 years in
a row, Phil has been recognized as a Super Lawyer by superlawyer.com. Phil loves backpacking,
tending his vineyard, spending time in Maine, and playing with his grandchildren.

Kelly Matheson - Deputy Director of Global Climate Litigation

Kelly has been a human rights lawyer for over 20 years. She graduated for the University of Oregon
School of Law in 1999 and then began her career working at the intersection of environment and
human rights in Tanzania. Upon returning from East Africa, Kelly found herself working to protect the
landscapes of the western U.S. from fossil fuel development. Kelly then took a break from law to
pursue an M.F.A. in Science and Natural History Filmmaking from Montana State University. This is
how she met Our Children’s Trust. In 2010 Kelly was leading the North American program for the
international human rights organization, WITNESS, and as part of her work she partnered with OCT to
create a ten-part film series, Stories of TRUST, elevating the voices of OCT’s youth plaintiffs. Once
this partnership was over Kelly stepped onto OCT'’s Board while traveling the world teaching
communities how to use video to document grave international crimes and devastating human and
environmental rights violations. Kelly now heads up all of the global work at Our Children’s Trust. In
her off time, she can be found with her dogs, Tingo and Charley, rowing or paddle boarding around
the canals of Amsterdam or biking the tens of thousands of miles of bike paths throughout Europe.



